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lies partly in Europe, partly in Asia. The average density is
under three persons per square mile. The population comprises
three groups:
(1)  The  descendants of the  prehistoric inhabitants,  known
as the Palaeo-Siberians and including the tribes of the Chukchees,
Koryaks, Kamchadals  (all in the extreme north-east), Gilyaks
(of the Pacific Coast),  Yukaghirs  and Yenisei Ostyaks.    With
these  are  allied the  Ainus  of Japan,  the  Aleutians,   and  the
Eskimos of North America (number about a million).
(2)  The races who settled in Siberia during the great move-
ments of population which took place from about the third to
the  thirteenth  centuries,   and who came  mainly from  Central
Asia.    The races are known as the Neo-Siberians  and include
the Voguls, Ugrian Ostyaks, Samoyedes and allied tribes, the
Siberian Tartars, the Kirghiz of the Steppes, the Yakuts of the
Lena Valley, the Buryats of Lake Baikal, the various Tungus
tribes of the Yenisei Valley and the north-east  (number in all
probably about a million).
(3)  The Russian immigrants, the inflow of which started in
the  sixteenth  century,   but   scarcely  gathered  force   until  the
opening years of the present century.
The Aborigines. Space prevents us from considering the
aboriginal tribes, interesting as they are ; but an interesting
account of them is readily available in the Admiralty Handbook
of Siberia and Arctic Russia. The Chukchees, Koryaks,1 Kam-
chadals and Samoyedes are hunters, fishers, and reindeer breeders ;
the Tungus tribes are occupied chiefly in hunting. The Buryats
raise live-stock and engage in a little agriculture; the Yakuts
breed live-stock, and of coxirse the Tartars and the Kirghiz of
the steppes are stock-rearers.
The Russian Colonists. The bulk of the colonists are found
in the agricultural belt of Western Siberia, where before the
War density was estimated to range as high as 20 or 25. The
Russian colonization of Siberia dates from tlae sixteenth century,
the first settlers arriving in 1593 after the conquests of Yerrnak
in the reign of Ivan the Terrible. The first colonists were traders
who were attracted by the fur trade, and Cossacks who formed
a sort of military guard for the traders. The use of Siberia
as a place of exile for criminals, political or religious, dates
from about 1648. Between 1823 and 1898 700,000 exiles
with 216,000 voluntary followers passed into Siberia. A dis-
tinction should be made between criminal exiles (187,000 of
the above total plus 107,000 companions) who are condemned
* The plural form is more correctly Koriaki, Kamchadaly, Tungusy
Buriaty, etc,-